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Webcams

ANWS Definition of webcams

Adow they are used in operationally
A imitations of webcams

A/iewing webcams

AThe future



National Weather Service idea of a
useful webcam.

_ocated outdoors

—acing an open area so sky and ground are
noth visible

A Reliable

A
A

Also helpful

A Objects in view to determine visibility
A Snow stake in view for snow depth



Webcams uses

A Cloud type

A Fog coverage

A Ice forming or breaking up

A Precipitation type

A Snow depth

A Automated surface observation quality control
A Coastal flooding

A And many more



Cumulus clouds building over the

mountains
Chandalar shelf in the Brooks Range

Site Elevation: 3285’ MSL



Low topped cumulus
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Far Shoreline
1.0 SM

Site Elevation: 49’ MSL



Distant Building Cumulus

Tanana looking west

evation: 202’ MSL



Building Cumulus

Goldstream Valley (not actually a webcam)

An automated
Observing station
Would just say FEW
And not indicate the
Building cumulus.




| enticular clouds over Wales

Ned Jan 07 20:58:19 2000 [




Rain falling

Kalskag on the Kuskokwim river

Fri Jan 16 21:




Recent heavy snowfall.

Kaltag on the Yukon river

Fri Feh 20 20:11:38 2003

Received 13
iInches of snow the
previous day.




Snow stake Image




lce building in Barrow

Barrow Sea Ice Cam 2008-10-19 14:42:47 Barrow Sea lce Cam 2008-10-19 18:42:47



Shows ice coverage on Chena




Limitations of automated observations




Image and observation differences

ri Feh 20 18:14:05 2003

PAUN 201816Z AUTO 26015KT 10SM CLR M07/M09 A3062



Near Blizzard conditions versus
a clear day picture in Scammon Bay



